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Presidential Ponderings from the incoming President...
Firstly my thanks particularly to Dennis Mason, the outgoing president, for his outstanding leadership
over the last few years. Also my thanks to those on the Committee who have chosen not to stand
again.
Welcome to the new Committee. We are a diverse and hardworking group and I know that you will
give them your support during this interesting year as we search for a new home for U3A Frankston.
I have a few ideas of things we can do during this year and I am sure you have as well. Please do
not hesitate to let me know if you have suggestions for new courses, new tutors or guest speakers.
We welcome input from our members.
Our goals for 2019 are simple:
1
2
3
4

Find a new home by the end of this year to start 2020 in a different venue.
Continue to grow our membership to reach the heady target of 1000.
To involve as many of our members as possible in a variety of courses and to offer as
much choice as possible.
To have fun – learning for life.

Thank you for electing me your new President. I will do my best to steady the ship and sail us safely
into the harbour of our new home wherever it may be.
I will keep in touch with you as often as I can by a monthly email entitled Presidential Ponderings –
please read it and give me feedback. I also hope to meet as many of you, both tutors and classmates
as I can – please introduce yourselves to me.
Best wishes for a great 2019
Andrea McCall

2019 – Committee Members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Office Manager
Course Coordinator
Marketing & Advertising

Andrea McCall
Barbara McColl
Jen Hume
Bethy Birch
Leonie Price
Bob Favaloro
Ian Payne

Ordinary Members: Peter Stebbins, Manfred Jung, David Dodson, Dennis Mason
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PLEASE NOTE
Term 2 Dates: 23rd April – 28th June 2019
Class Information
o Term 2 class timetable is now available on the website/office. It is time for you to review
and maybe take up a new class of interest. We do have spaces available in some classes.
o Dancing for fun and wellness is a great way to increase your fitness whilst having a great
time. Enjoy a coffee and chat after the class. Come along and join in the fun!
o Do you have any ideas for new classes or would you like to tutor a class? All suggestions
welcome.
o Are you interested in line dancing? We are currently looking for a line dancing tutor. If you
are interested or know of someone who may be interested in being a tutor please let us
know.
o Drama Class: A special thank you to John Coogans for stepping up and taking charge of
this class. New members welcome.
o We intend to invite a series of guest speakers to U3A Frankston, with a variety of topics. If
you have any suggestions, please speak to our office staff or class coordinator.
Please contact the office or Bob Favaloro - Class Coordinator, for further information and
suggestions.

Julia Hamer visits U3A Frankston
We were privileged to listen to Julia Hamer talk to us about her aunt Anne Elder and to muse
about her book The Heart’s Ground – a frank and revealing biography of her.
Julia spoke with a small but enthusiastic group of U3Aers about her reasons for writing the book
and for revealing stories about her fascinating family.
We thoroughly enjoyed the presentation and we thank Julia for coming to speak to us.
Andrea McCall

General Info
o People often mention they haven’t received an expected email. Remember to check your
junk/spam box as it may be lurking in there...
o If you own an iDevice or a computer and you do not have your backup organised, you do live
dangerously. Look on our noticeboards for ‘Pat the Mac’ tips to help solve these issues.
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Star Struck? Read on

Do you ever stand outside on a very dark night, look up at the sky and wonder how far ‘out there’
really is? Buckle up. The answers so far can be unnerving.
Every 97 minutes an amazing device circles the Earth and sends back information that is
revolutionizing our concepts of space and time.
The Hubble Space Telescope, 13 metres long and weighing 11,000 kg, was launched into space
in 1990 and since then has turned the universe’s image into magic. Its 568km orbit puts it far
above city lights, clouds, smog and even the atmosphere, and its 2.4 metre wide mirror collects
so much more light than our eyes can see, it has given us pictures that beggar belief.
Unimaginably immense clouds of gas that look like gargantuan statues – a vast range of shapes
and sizes of galaxies – every kind of star imaginable.
But the telescope has, above all, given us clues to the incomprehensible vastness of our
universe. In September 2003 scientists aimed Hubble’s focus on a very small patch of sky that to
all other telescopes looked empty. Completely dark. But Hubble over several days found
thousands of previously unseen galaxies in that tiny area. This information and process
established the Hubble Ultra Deep Field, and further clarified the theory that our universe is 13.8
billion years old.
From that Hubble data scientists calculated that our observable universe has at least 170 billion
galaxies. And by applying laws of physics to those figures, it’s today estimated that our entire
universe likely contains more than two trillion galaxies, each with its own stars – far, far more
stars than there are grains of sand on Earth.
All of this is just one of the subjects studied in Ross McLennan’s Tuesday afternoon Science
Class. Ross offers fascinating, highly organized, non-intimidating lessons with a wide-ranging
curriculum including scientific fields like anthropology, neuroscience and quantum physics - all
clearly presented through lectures, videos, charts and experiments. The insights provided in the
class inspire spirited discussion and encourage class members to further research content that
catches their fancy.
And nobody needs to be a rocket scientist to keep up with the class.
But that’s yet another topic for study!!
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Rambling all over
Rambling All Over covered a large area of local and urban walks in 2018, culminating in our year-end break-up
and a relaxing lunch at Harvest Café which is located in the grounds of the historic 1850’s Sage’s Cottage.
It was a perfect sunny day to explore the fabulous sensory, vegetable, herb and floral gardens as well as the
grounds, ably guided by Wallara (a support service for adults with different abilities) employees, and a fitting
conclusion to a successful year’s Rambling.
Our penultimate walk for 2018 was the magnificent Wilson Botanic Park in Berwick with its three stunning lakes,
fossil trees and both native and exotic trees and plants. The walk to the top of the ridge is rewarded by great
views across the park and suburbs leading to the city.
2019 began with welcoming new and past Ramblers to our traditional first walk, from Richmond to the Royal
Botanic Gardens Melbourne. This magnificent 38-hectare garden never ceases to enthrall with its sweeping
lawns, Fern Glade. Guilfoyle’s Volcano and abundance of plants and trees of many species. We enjoyed
watching the punts languidly gliding across the Ornamental Lake and concluded a great return to Rambling with
coffee or lunch at The Terrace before beginning the journey home.
A splendid new ramble through native bushland along the walking trails of Devilbend Natural Features Reserve
was undertaken on a magnificent sunny day. The reservoir is the largest inland water body on the Peninsula,
and is stocked with a variety of trout and Estuary Perch. The view through the trees to the water is stunning, the
tracks are well maintained and facilities are first rate. The area including the Reserve has been home to the
Boonwurrung/Bunurong people and is of significance for its cultural and environmental philosophies. This will
become a favored walk I’m sure.
Hedgeley Dene Gardens, Central Park and Finch Street Malvern East, our Ramble on 13 March, was finally
revisited after a postponement last year due to the railway upgrades. The gardens looked magnificent and never
fail to appeal to those Ramblers previously unaware of its existence, hidden as it is among the grand houses and
superb streets of the Gascoigne Estate in Malvern East. When discussing how the area was once home to the
original Melbourne Golf Course, before it picked up the Royal and moved to Black Rock/Sandringham in 1898,
one of our Ramblers was able to inform us that her Scottish Great Grand Uncle, David Conacher, was a coarchitect of the Royal Melbourne Golf Course, referencing the St Andrews course. Following lunch at Central
Park we walked down gorgeous Finch Street with its variety of period homes and canopy of elms, calling in to
admire the architecture and stained windows at St John’s church, before catching a train home from Caulfield.
Our next Ramble is a return to Braeside Park; this former sewage waste treatment site and training track for
Phar Lap has a variety of walking tracks including Wetlands and Red Gums Tracks. The revegetated bush,
heathland and wetlands are home to native birds and reptiles, and while the tracks are relatively easy walking,
there’s plenty of interest apart from the vegetation, including sculptures, boardwalk and Information Centre.
Looking forward to it! Because of the large numbers of participating Ramblers, and to offer those on the wait list
a place, in February we took up the U3A Office suggestion and canvassed starting a second Rambling group,
however as no-one has shown interest in forming such a group, the idea has been shelved.
The Day Leaders, Carolyn, Joan, John, Richard and Suzanne have worked well together to research, test and
lead the walks, both old and new, for Ramblers, and we thank everyone for their constant support and feedback.
Suzanne Byrne
Botanic Gardens

Joan & Omar

Devilbend
Boardwalk

Hedgeley Bridge
Sages Cottage
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U3A Choir update
The U3AF Choir reconvened with enthusiasm in February, under the charismatic and expert
guidance of our conductor, Luke Severn. Choir members were delighted to catch up with old friends,
as well as welcome a large group of newcomers to the group. New members have commented on
how warm and welcoming the choir is to newcomers, and are thoroughly enjoying the wonderful
musical experiences participation in the choir provides.
This year the choir’s repertoire has expanded to include a greater range of musical styles, and in the
process of learning new songs and perfecting old favorites, Luke is teaching us new vocal
techniques and well as some music theory. How lucky we are to have such a highly skilled and
talented teacher.
The choir is the perfect gentle workout for mind, body (breathing), and
large group of people united in making beautiful harmonies together
currently looking for a back-up pianist for the odd occasion when
unavailable. Please contact me on 9789 1654 if you can help. We can
experience.

creativity. Being part of a
is truly uplifting. We are
our current pianists are
promise you a stimulating

We look forward to your attendance at our concerts later in the year and acknowledge the U3AF
committee for their continued support.
Liz Sagiakos - U3AF Choir Coordinator

Choir Rehearsal

Age-old Deficiency - (A little bit of Humor)
It’s about time the authorities did something about older drivers on our roads. For far too long older drivers
have caused havoc as they hog the left lane, stick to the speed limits (even the road work limits) and stop at
stop signs, causing great inconvenience and often preventing others from doing whatever they like.
Another major concern is that by avoiding fines and demerit points, they are not doing their bit for the
revenue of our state, and are therefore placing a further burden on younger drivers.
Until older drivers can prove that they are proficient at weaving in and out of traffic, driving while texting,
tailgating, using drugs and doing burnouts, they must be banned from holding a licence.
Doug Money, Oak Park - taken from Sydney Morning Herald
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