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From the President, Dennis
Mason
Spring 2017
I can only say that I am
looking forward to warmer spring weather
after what seems to have been a particularly
long cold winter. Let’s hope that the worse
of the winter flu season is over and we can
get on and enjoy spring and the outdoors.

What’s happening –
We participated in the Frankston City
annual Mayors Picnic in September with a
manned display. Thank you to Margaret
Gleadall and her helpers for making the
arrangements and manning the display.
Grants are made by Frankston City to local
organisations providing they support the
Mayor’s Picnic on the day. This year we
applied and for and received a one for one
$1000 grant towards new AV equipment for
room 4.
Several of our members have been busy
preparing for Seniors Week, with our Open
day on Tuesday 17 October. The Open Day
is an opportunity to showcase U3A activities
and for the public to consider joining one of
our classes or volunteer in some capacity.
Various classes will have displays on show
during the day in the “JPC exam room” and
refreshments will be provided. If you know
of a friend or neighbour who is looking for
something worthwhile to do, please bring
them along to the Open Day and make
them welcome.
Our annual “Celebration of Talent” event
is on Wednesday 18 October 2017
commencing at 4 pm with drinks and
nibbles. There are 80 entries of Art,
Photography, Craft, Short Stories and
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poetry.
Tutors and new classes starting in term 4 – and
some classes recommencing. Please see details
on our notice boards and web page. If you can,
please support these new tutors and classes.
Frankston U3A has been invited to participate in
a research project to be run by Monash
University. The project will commence early
2018 and it will be an intergenerational project “Arts for Health”, and involve Gr5 students
from Kananook Primary School and Melbourne
Museum. This is a great opportunity to do
something different and support this Monash
research project. Look out for dates later this
year and plan to be involved.
At U3A Frankston we have outstanding facilities
and these facilities are enhanced by our
beautiful gardens. These gardens have been
developed and maintained solely by our U3A
volunteers. They have done a great job over the
year and I thank Jan Tasker and Bethy Birch for
making this happen. If you feel like helping – we
need more helpers at different times of the year.
Please contact the office if you can help.

Over the year we have managed to stay on top
of any technical issues with the ongoing
technical support of Village PC Mt. Eliza and our
own technical people. One irritating issue
remains the “hit and miss” with our internet
connection to the site. We are linked to the
internet via copper cable and we have
occasional issues. As far as we know there are
no immediate plans for the NBN to be installed
to the area.
Gail Quilliam has been our acting class
coordinator for most of this year as well as
helping out in other areas of our activities. We
need a volunteer to take on the class
coordinator role.
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This role can be a most rewarding activity,
managing tutors and classes. If you are in any
way interested and would like more
information please talk with myself or Gail
Quilliam. We are always thinking about new
classes to meet the needs of the community
and I encourage you to see me, or the Class
Coordinator or the Office if you have ideas for
classes going forward. We have the facilities
and we can nearly do anything. Trust that
members will enjoy their term 4 classes and
activities.
Rambling All Over, Suzanne Byrne

The Rambling leaders aim, when practical, to
alternate between bush or coastal trails and
city or suburban walks.
Some of the places we have explored in our
eleven walks to date this year, include the
Rivers’ Yarra and Merri, Gardiners Creek,
Western Port and Port Phillip Bay, Berwick’s
Wilson Botanic Park, the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Rippon Lea Gardens and
Langwarrin Reserve.
We have enjoyed coffee in Hastings, Black
Rock, Southbank, Studley Park Boathouse,
Ricketts Point Malvern and Karingal.
We have explored areas of Docklands,
Malvern East, Collingwood, Abbotsford,
Glenferrie, Rippon Lea, Elsternwick and Glen
Huntly.
Overall we have enjoyed excellent walking
weather with the exception of July’s trail
when, only metres from the end of the walk
some were caught in torrential rain.
Our schedule of walks is posted on the U3A
website once the last walk of the term has
been completed.

Our first walk of the year, in the Royal Botanic
Gardens was undertaken on quite a hot day,
with welcome respite in the fern glades and tall
trees.
Many new members have been pleasantly surprised at the diversity of walks, and delighted
in discovering areas and suburbs they were
unfamiliar with. An added bonus to being a
Rambling member is meeting and enjoying the
company of those with a similar interest.

OPEN DAY - SENIORS’ WEEK
TUESDAY, 17 OCTOBER
10.00AM-3.00PM
Class Displays plus performances by Tai Chi.
Jazz Choir and A’Cappella Group. Morning
and Afternoon Tea provided. Bring your
friends

Frankston writers and poets society
Fortnightly meetings, alternate Saturdays at
Frankston Library 10.30 - 1.00 pm, $5 includes
tea/coffee & friendship. For experienced writers and people wanting to learn the art of writing. Workshops and guest speakers to motivate and inspire you.
If you require further information please email:
beverley@megatechmedia.com.

