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FROM THE PRESIDENT ... 

Well another successful year for 
U3A Frankston is over and we are 
moving on quickly to 2016.   
 
Unfortunately, our dedicated 
Newsletter Editor, John Tinney, is 
not well and we wish him a speedy 
recovery.  John has been doing this 
newsletter for many, many years 
and does a wonderful job, and we 
hope to see him back for the next 
edition.  Because it is the 30th 
Anniversary edition, we have 
changed the layout slightly, and  I 
now appreciate how much hard 
work and time goes into producing  
this newsletter. 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in 
articles and we have lots of news 
and photos in this edition. 
 
It has been a busy year with a lot 
happening, especially in the second 
half of the year. 
 

30th Anniversary 
We celebrated our 30th Anniversary 
on 13 October.  More details and 
photos later in this newsletter. 
 

Monash/U3A Dialogues 
The third of these dialogues, with an 
introduction by Gerard Mansour, the 
Victorian Commissioner for Seniors 
and a talk by Dr Craig Hassed on 
Mindfulness, was held at the 
Mornington Peninsula Community 
Theatre with about 200 people from 
U3As and the community attending.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We think these are growing in 
popularity and plan to continue them 
next year.  An article on this 
dialogue appeared in both the 
Frankston and Mornington papers 
and is in this newsletter.  We would 
like more members to support these 
interesting talks next year. 
 

U3A Network Art Show 
The U3A Network arranged an art 
show to be shown in Parliament 
House which attracted a lot of 
attention.  Jeannie Laine has written 
an article in this letter including 
photos which show some examples 
of our students’ art. 
 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
We held a Sausage Sizzle at 
Bunnings Frankston on Cup Eve 
day but unfortunately the weather 
was not good in the morning and did 
not attract as many people as last 
year.  However, we raised $700, 
after expenses, which will go 
towards buying new chairs for the 
class rooms.  Thank you to all our 
members who helped run this. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ... 

Lunches 
We had our annual lunches for the 
tutors and the office volunteers at 
Davey’s Hotel.  Both were well 
attended and everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves. 
 

Superannuation Talk 
A presentation was made by Vic 
Super on 11 November which was 
free to members and their families, 
and anyone from the community 
who was interested.  They advised  
on the latest changes from 
Centrelink and provided information 
for people who may be near 
retirement age. 
 

Paper Bag Lunch 
We have decided not to continue 
these next year as some of them 
have not been very well attended 
but if you have any suggestions for 
good speakers which will appeal to 
a number of different people, then 
please let us know and we will 
consider re-instating it. 
 
A big thank you to Patricia 
Blackham who has organised the 
speakers for this event over the last 
two years. 
 

Farewell 
We have a number of our tutors 
leaving us this year for various 
reasons.  Thank you very much for 
all your dedication and hard work.  
We will miss you and wish you well 
for the future. 
They are: 
 

Tony Raphael Revolutions 
Peter Weber  German 
Henry Kobel  German & Spanish 
Patricia & 
Bill Blackham Rambling All Over 
John Layfield Computers 
Keyan Li   Chinese Chatroom 
 

Reading the Noticeboard 
Every time we are planning a 
function or giving out information, 
we have notices up on all the 
noticeboards and in future, we will 
be putting them on the website.  I 
am amazed when I am talking to 
members sometimes to hear them 
say “I didn't know it was on” or “I 
wasn’t aware of that”.  We want you 
to know what is happening and be 
involved in U3A Frankston, so can 
you please remember to regularly 
read the noticeboards. 
 

Season’s Greetings 
I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy and safe 
New Year.  We look forward to 
seeing you all back for another year 
at U3A Frankston. 
 

Gail 
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The first meeting of the travel class was on 11 
November at 1.00pm. Unfortunately this newsletter 
was not out in time to advertise this.  We hope they 
had  a successful meeting and a co-ordinator was 
found.  The co-ordinator’s job is to lead meetings, 
and collect and distribute information.  With this 
and one more meeting before the Christmas break, 
we hope to be ready to arrange meetings and 
holidays for 2016. 
 

Things to think about: a survey of members to 
assess the holidays they would like to do, choose 
a travel agent to arrange bookings, etc., and best 
time and day for meetings. 
 

We hope this meeting attracted lots of interested 
people. 

TRAVEL CLASS 

We have been knitting for Africa and European 
orphans for the five years we have been here at 
Stella Maris.  I thought we could now knit for our 
own needy people.  Nova Chemists have a scheme 
whereby you can knit whatever you like and leave it 
with them to be distributed through various 
organizations such as The Allanah and Madelaine 
Foundation.  You can knit anything for all sizes 
apparently but maybe it would be a good idea to 
check with your nearest Nova store for details. 
 

In the meantime, I will too and post my findings on a 
notice board before the end of the year.  So what do 
you think?  There is no reason why you cannot still 
use the patterns you have from U3A I would think, 
plus anything else you would like to do.  So I will 
leave it with you and see what happens next year.  I 
am sure you generous people will continue to 
supply your lovely designs which we all love to see. 
 

Patricia Blackham 

KNITTERS 
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SMMS 
By the time this newsletter reaches 
some of you, our 2016 Enrolment 
Day may be over.   
 

The hard work of many people and 
the co-operation of all members 
needs to be recognised for the role 
they played in the successful 
implementation of our new member 
management system, SMMS. 
 

To the office volunteers who loaded 
in the member data and assisted 
members on Enrolment Day; to the 
committee who had the foresight to 
plan, manage and conduct the 
transition process; to our system 
administrators who took on the 
onerous task many months ago; and 
to you, our members, who followed 
us on this journey to a brave, new, 
automated world; THANK YOU. 
 

All this hard work will prove its worth 
over the following months and years 
as our renewal, enrolment and 
induction processes become 
simplified and streamlined.   
 

 
 
 
The Committee and administrators 
are very keen to hear your feedback 

or queries about SMMS and this 
year’s enrolment process. You can 
do that by sending us an email at   
“office@u3af.org.au or just drop into 
the office and talk to one of our 
volunteers. 
 

The New U3A Website 
And speaking about the new 
website, have you had a look? It’s at 
www.u3af.org.au It’s new, it’s fresh, 
it’s current and it’s ours!!! 
 

All members are encouraged to keep 
an eye on the website as Bulletins 
are posted, news items listed and 
our photo gallery regularly 
updated.  Add it to your favourites 
list.  There are some important 
documents, useful links and helpful 
tutorials and some interesting stories 
to be viewed.  
 

Again, the Committee and 
Webmaster are keen to get your 
feedback and that can be done by 
sending us an email at 
“office@u3af.org.au”. 
Mark Dunn 

SMMS & NEW WEBSITE 

http://www.u3af.org.au


7 

 

20th Birthday Celebrations 
The Choir’s 20th Birthday was 
celebrated in grand style and raised 
over $1,300 for MS Australia. 
 
The singers, under the expert 
direction of Wendy Allinson, and 
skilfully accompanied by her sister, 
Elaine Kenyon, sounded absolutely 
wonderful.  This was attested to by 
the audience who filled the church to 
over-flowing and gave a standing 
ovation at the conclusion of the 
concert. 
 
Elke Muller-Kobold once again did a 
great job as MC, with Sue Fehlberg 
and her team decorating the hall in a 
way that would be hard to beat. 
 
The President of U3A Frankston, 
Gail Quilliam, spoke beautifully as 
she outlined the history of the choir 
and acknowledged the wonderful 
contribution Wendy and Elaine have 
made, presenting them each with a 
beautiful bouquet of flowers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in 
all, this 
was a 
truly 

delightful celebration enjoyed by 
everyone who was there. 
 
We look forward to the next 20 
years! 
 

Christmas Carol Concert 
Our Christmas Carol Concert will be 
held at the Uniting Church, 16 High 
Street, Frankston, on Thursday, 3 
December from 10.00am to 
12.00pm, including a scrumptious 
morning tea and lots of audience 
participation.  
 
We would love to see you there. 
Kay 
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Recently U3A Frankston had a stall 
at the Frankston City Council 
Mayor’s Picnic which was held in the 
lovely grounds of Cruden Farm.  We 
took our brochures, pictures and 
timetable to show people attending 
what U3A Frankston is all about.  
Several people wanted to join and 
others left their names so we could 
send them information. 
 

It was a  hot day but we were cool 
under the trees and our canopy.  
Committee members helped set up 
and person the stall but it was an 
interesting experience to work out 
how to pull down the “tent” at the end 
of the day. 
At this event, the Mayor of Frankston 

City Council presented community 
groups with their successful grant 
applications and U3A Frankston  
received $500.  This will go towards 
new chairs for the classrooms.   

L to R:  Bethy Birch, Ray Osterberg, Leonie Price, 

Gail Quilliam and Caroline Brunner 

Many of us don’t get to go to the 
Melbourne Cup or Oak’s Day 
anymore so we decided to bring our 
hats and join in the Carnival spirit in 
our classroom. 
 

We had a variety of fascinators, wide 
brimmed hats, colourful hats and 
boaters.  I wore a hot pink boater 
with black and white trim, and held 
the whole class wearing my hat.  We 
went to the races in spirit and 
enjoyed the fun of the day by being 
in the link.  
 
I looked around the classroom and 
everyone looked wonderfully silly, 
but happy.  By doing this, many felt 

as if they are still included in things 
that we might have done some time 
ago, but in a much quieter setting. 
There wasn’t a horse in sight.  
 
Congratulations to Michelle Payne 
for being the first woman to ride in 
and win the Melbourne Cup.  For all 
those who have fought for equal 
opportunity and equal rights for 
women, this was another step 
towards this important social, 
political and financial goal. 
Jeannie Lane 
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Finally, being released from the daily 
grind of going to work and/or raising 
children, we find ourselves facing a 
new stage of life; retirement and the 
challenge of change. Our bodies may 
have become worn out by the 
stresses of life or being in pain while 
our minds and previously good 
memories may fail us causing us 
frustration.  Even when things are 
going well, we can so easily become 
out of balance without realising it. 
 

Personally I found retirement and 
leaving work very exciting; suddenly 
having time to do all the things I had 
not time or energy left to do while I 
was working,  Now there are movies, 
art, music, concerts, exploring new 
places and endless possibilities.  
U3A may be good medicine for us, a 
place where we can get to know 
others of like mind, and find support 
and friendship. 
 

Although I enjoy other classes 
offered by U3A Frankston, one of my 
favourite things is being part of the 
yoga class with Sara Sim.  Yoga has 
a very healing nature, not only with 
physical issues but it can bring our 
mental and emotional bodies back 
into balance.  Yoga is a wonderful 
gentle way to lessen the impact 
stress may have on our life as it 
helps us to feel calmer and more 
able to cope, while becoming more 
flexible. 
 

Sara’s yoga and calming voice 
guiding us to tune in to our bodies 
and our breathing to become more 
aware of what is going on within. By 

simply keeping our awareness within 
for a time, we can stop reacting to 
outside worries or distractions and 
just put them aside for a while.  By 
learning to appreciate the manner in 
which we breathe, and that we are 
still continuing to breathe at all at our 
age, is very reassuring. 
 

This yoga is very gentle and 
nurturing; we do not do head stands 
or other impossible positions but try 
to stretch ourselves to strengthen 
tired body parts.  Sara may suggest 
alternatives if any pose causes too 
much discomfort for anyone who 
may be living with worsening arthritis 
or facing a need to replace the knee 
or hip.   
 

We do some wonderful stretching 
and exercise joints and muscles in a 
gentle yet very effective manner 
while keeping our awareness within.  
I especially love the relaxation at the 
end when our bodies and  minds can 
assimilate the practices we have 
done in class.  I really love this Yoga 
and want to say a big “Thank You, 
Sara” for your wonderful healing 
yoga class and the caring way in 
which you present it.  Thank you for 
helping me to go out the door after 
class feeling calmer, more balanced 
and “in tune” than when I went in.  I 
am very grateful that we have you. 
Sunshine Melody 
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U3A Frankston celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary on 13 October in 
conjunction with an Open Day at the 
school during Seniors’ Week.  Blue 
and yellow balloons decorated the 
ceiling and a special cake resided in 
place of honour.  We also had 
displays from Craft, Art Classes, 
Rambling all Over, Chinese 
Calligraphy, Science, Photobooks 
and Climbing the Family Tree.  
 

Margaret Mace, Gail Dudeck, Faye 
Harris and Audrey Moore sorted 
through all our records and provided 
a wonderful display of memorabilia.  
Our catering members kept 
providing all this fantastic food, all 
day, and the   A’Cappella group sang 
a delightful medley of songs.  
Visitors to the school were shown 
around and then encouraged to look 
at the displays.   
Committee members and helpers set 
up the room and made it look 
attractive.  Thanks to all of you for 
your hard work in making this 
important day such a success. 
 

Honoured guests were the Mayor, 
Councillor Sandra Mayer and Dr 
Gillian Kay, Director, Community 
Development,  along with other 
representatives from the Council; 
Elsie Mutton, President and David 
Jansz, Vice-President, U3A Network; 
Jane Tibb, Principal and Lyn 
Helsinger, Deputy Principal of John 
Paul College.  
 

The Honourable Bruce Billson, 
Federal Member for Dunkley, was an 
apology but sent a message of 
support to be read out.  Past and 

present members from U3A 
Frankston also attended, along with 
members from other U3As.   
 

It all began on 8 August 1985 when 
eight enthusiastic local people met to 
discuss how to form a U3A in 
Frankston.  Within weeks, forty 
members had signed up and U3A 
Frankston was born.  The first home 
was at the old Chisholm site, now 
Monash University, and we then 
moved to the TAFE in Frankston in 
various locations. 
 

In 2010, with the help of Frankston 
City Council and the support of John 
Paul College, we moved to our 
current site.  Equipment has been 
modernised and the number of 
classes increased.  Membership has 
grown from 250 to 770. Past 
presidents and members were 
introduced, including Jeannie 
Wannan who had been the 
dedicated Office Manager for 19 
years until we moved to JPC. 
 

As it was  Patricia Blackham’s and 
Bethy Birch’s birthdays, they were 
asked to cut the cake. A number of 
photos from the day are in the centre 
page of this booklet. 
 

 

U3A FRANKSTON: 30 YEARS OLD 

“I would like to congratulate 
EVERYONE who had anything 

to do with the planning and 
exhibiting for our birthday.  I 

personally think it was 
excellent.” Patricia Blackham 

Patricia Blackham 
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U3A FRANKSTON: 30 YEARS OLD 

Audrey Moore (Past President), Gail 
Quilliam, Jeannie Wannan, Gail Dudeck 

and Margaret McKenzie admiring the cake. 

Bethy Birch and Patricia Blackham discussing 
how to cut the  cake. 

The “party” scene 

L to R:  Faye Harris (Past President), Mary-Jo 
Remeur, Dr Gillian Kay (FCC), David Jansz and 

Elsie Mutton (U3A Network). 

The Mayor, Councillor Sandra Mayer, 
making a speech. 
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DISPLAYS: 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

Robyn Gould and Margaret Mace looking at the 

memorabilia. 

Science Class  

Choir 20th Anniversary Poster 

Suren Sorenson’s Art Class  
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DISPLAYS 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

Chinese Calligraphy 

Photobooks  

Rambling All Over 

Jeannie Laine’s Art Class 

Climbing the Family Tree 

Craft 
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2015 is nearly over and with a lot of 
changes.   As most of you know, 
Patricia and I are retiring on the last 
walk, 25 November, which is the 
final walk to Sorrento/Qeenscliff via 
the Searoads Ferry for our 
traditional Fish and Chip Day. Age 
has finally caught up with me, in 
particular.  My right leg and Vertigo 
are giving me heaps of trouble.  
 
Our group continues going along 
with many of our group helping. 
Suzanne and Richard have been 
doing a great job. Next year's first 
term has already been organized. 
Some interesting new walks have 
been selected. This we are sure will 
be terrific for the Rambling All Over 
group.  Patricia and I were worried 
the group would finish; not so, many 
people have got together to 
continue. 
 

Patricia and I would like to thank all 
our Ramblers who have supported 
us over many, many years. A great 
bunch of friendly people enjoying 
the many varied walks all over 
Melbourne. Looking back over the 
years it has been great; lots of 
different people coming on the 
walks rain, hail or shine. It has never 
ceased to amaze us how loyal the 
group has been. 
 
When we took over the group way 
back, the group mainly walked 
around Frankston and Mornington 
Peninsula. So we decided to spread 
our wings and travel to places all 
over Melbourne; by bus, train and 
tram.  As somebody said the other 
day, we have been to places they 
did not know existed. They have 
been delighted with the variety. 
 

 

RAMBLING ALL OVER 



15 

 

We think our favourite walk is the 
Royal Botanic Garden with its 
varied paths and lake. Our gentle 
walks and chats, with lunch at the 
end of the walks, have been 
great.  Patricia and I know we will 
miss the group.  We hope we will, 
on occasions, join the group for a 
walk and chat.  New people, we are 
sure, will develop the Rambling All 
Over to new and better things. 
 
Patricia  and I would again like to 

thank everybody for the help over 
so many years in coming on our 
walks, enjoying the sights and, of 
course, the great chats along the 
way. We will continue to be in 
contact with everyone. 
Patricia & Bill Blackham 

 

RAMBLING ALL OVER 
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It was a pleasure to have my 
students participate in the U3A 
Network Art Show that was held in 
the Queen’s Hall in Parliament 
House during Seniors’ Week. 
 

The Exhibition was to showcase 
students’ paintings and drawings 
from various U3As around Victoria. 
This was a matter of collaboration 
between Tutors, Artists, our Office 
Volunteers and the U3A Network 
President, Elsie Mutton.  The actual 
staging was contracted out to a 
Professional Installation Company.  
 

The venue was just right for the 
event and I was very pleased for my 
students.  They had co-operated so 
well and their work was amongst the 
very best in the Exhibition. 
 

U3A Frankston had fourteen 
exhibitions in the Art Show which 
was about ten percent of all the Art 
Work.  This makes U3A Frankston 
look like a very good place for 
someone to try out their artistic skills.  
Some of the combined members 

volunteered at the Exhibition to 
answer questions about their artistic 
endeavours and hopefully enthused 
visitors to join U3A and challenge 
themselves, learn something new 
and make additional friendships.  
 

I hope many of you went into 
Melbourne to look at this wonderful 
Exhibition. 
 

I personally would like to thank all 
those at U3A Frankston for giving up 
their time, especially those who did 
so during the holidays.  
 

Jeannie Laine 
 

 

U3A ART SHOW AT PARLIAMENT  HOUSE 
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In this last newsletter of 2015, I 
would like to make an appeal for 
volunteers to help U3A Frankston.  I 
am going to quote from some of the 
comments made when we ask 
people to either help in the office or 
a function, or  be on the Committee. 
 

 “Been there, done that”. 
 “I have a very busy life”. 
 “I am not really interested”. 
 “I don’t like going on Committees”. 
 “I’m too busy.” 
 

All these comments are fair enough 
but don’t we all have commitments in 
our life?  What if we all said this?  
U3A has no paid staff and we rely on 
our volunteers helping and we need 
more of you!!  I know there are 
people who have sick husbands and 
also their children work so they  
share in looking after grandchildren.  
But, it seems what some of you are 
saying is that as long as someone 
else does the work, you are happy to 
come to the classes. 
 

This is not like other clubs where 
they meet once a month;  we 
operate 5 days a week, forty weeks 
a year.  We have about 770 
members and if you have a look at 
the graph, you will notice that about 
11% of members (about 80 people) 
are doing all the work for the other 
89% of you.  So I ask the question, 
“why can’t more of you give a little bit 
of time to U3A?”  If you don’t want to 
volunteer for a regular position, you 
can put your name down to help at 
events. 
Our tutors give up their personal 
time to teach you – some have been 

with us for over 15 years.  The office 
volunteers come in once a fortnight 
but also help in other areas.  The 
Committee may meet only once a 
month but are working all the time to 
keep things going and planning for 
the future.  
 

Please have a really good think 
about what I have said.  I have made 
other appeals but it seems that 
everyone thinks someone else will 
do it!!  How important is U3A 
Frankston to you?  What if it wasn’t 
there – how would you fill your time?  
Because, in the end, if we cannot 
get enough volunteers to help, the 
few people who are doing all the 
work gradually get sick of it and 
resign, and the whole organisation 
folds.  If we have more volunteers, 
the job is less onerous for everyone. 
 

My thanks to the members who do 
volunteer their time, and especially 
the Committee.  They do a fantastic 
job, and we all appreciate the time 
and effort they put into helping U3A  
Frankston. 
Gail Quilliam 

U3A FRANKSTON NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS 

89.2%

7.0%

3.8%

Members

Tutors

Volunteers
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At around eleven each Wednesday 
morning a group of us begin 
gathering in Room 2. We’re all 
friends. We’re all computer buddies. 
There is Joan and there is Cathy, 
Elke and Robert, big Mike and 
Lincoln. Sometimes a few more - 
sometimes a few less - but always 
there is me, because - I AM BIG 
BROTHER. 
 
Room 2 is the computer room. For 
those of you who have glanced 
through the door whilst passing, the 
room must look forbidding. It is not 
especially large as the classrooms 
go with desks for 14 at most, but 
they diminish beneath the weight of 
wires, computers, screens and stuff 
that fixes them firmly to the floor. 
There is no possibility of creative 
seating here. This place is a place 
for WORK and OBEDIENCE, an 
Orwellian dystopia - and I AM BIG 
BROTHER. 
 
I guess if computers trouble your 

stomach then this is not a room you 
will ever wish to enter. But you 
should. When we are “GO” this can 
be a fun place. And at times there is 
even creativity to be found here. Not 
always deliberately generated, mind 
you, but original and creative - a 
durability test, perhaps, of 
Microsoft’s product. 
 
And as far as BIG BROTHER goes, 
well, forget it. I have no idea who he 
is and I promise you he doesn’t have 
influence here. In fact, I’m certain 
he’s not real. And should you think 
it’s me, (did you really think it was 
me? Surely not.) then perhaps the 
spookiness of the room is shading 
your judgement. 
 
BB Ross. 

COMPUTER INTERMEDIATE CLASS & BIG BROTHER 

Elke and Joan - students of 
Computing Intermediate and 
soon-to-be experts. Here they 
learn all about URLs, 
defragmentation, backups, 
Windows Explorer, HTML, 
attachments and masses of 
other esoteric phenomena. 
And they do it all so very well. 
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Our motto has always been to fill 
our days with colour as this will 
make people happy. 
 
This last year has been one of great 
enjoyment & sense of achievement 
for members of the ‘Master Oil 
Painting’ and ‘Drawing For Pleasure’ 
classes. 
 
As can be seen from these few 
examples, results speak louder than 
any words can express and we are 
looking forward to continuing to 
further everyone’s artistic abilities in 
a relaxed and sociable environment.  
 
With very best wishes to everyone 
for a very Happy Christmas. and a 
Healthy and Happy New Year. 
Suren Sorenson 
 

ART WITH SUREN 
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Our group is small but our voices fill 
a room. Once a week Driftwood 
meet to sing. Over the last year we 
have continued to enlarge our 
repertoire to cover a myriad of styles 
while having fun. If you walk past our 
class you will hear lots of chatter, 
laughter and song. In the process of 
working toward a beautiful sound, we 
work on breathing technique and 
refining the dynamics of each piece. 
Although we quite often take some 
time to get our sound right we 
always pull together to provide a 
good performance when called upon. 
 
Earlier this year we represented U3A 
at the Mornington Peninsular Choral 
Festival. We performed 3 pieces 
including an original song. They 
were very well received and group 
members came home on a high. We 
have been asked to contribute in the 
2016 festival. 
 Most recently we participated in the 

celebrations for the 30th Anniversary 
of U3A Frankston Those of you who 
attended hopefully enjoyed our 
demonstration of our skills.  
 
We are currently working on a 
delightful collection of Christmas 
songs and have been asked to 
perform them at the Mt Eliza 
Community Centre Christmas 
breakfast. We also hope to share 
them on campus here closer to the 
Christmas season. 
  
Singing feeds the soul and our once 
a week celebration nurtures us in 
abundance. Everyone has a voice 
and we would welcome anyone who 
would like to join our happy band. 
Joanne Mujic 

DRIFTWOOD A’CAPELLA GROUP 
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Keyan Li came to us as a Tutor in 
Chinese because of a very casual 
“over the back fence” conversation 
between me and my neighbour.   
Angela is a teacher in “English As A 
Second Language”  and as such 
was teaching at a branch of TAFE  
to people from various nations now 
living in and around Frankston.  
 

Angela held a strong  belief that 
her students would learn more 
quickly if they could get into the 
community as volunteers and  have 
a more natural exposure to our 
language “as we speak it”.  
 

Frankston City Council contacted 
us saying there were many 
Chinese in our community who 
would like a place to get together 
and could we provide something?  
 

These two ideas came together 
and I suggested to Angela that 
Keyan come to us as a Tutor and 
run a Chinese class. Well it 
happened and Keyan became a 
Tutor in 2011 on a Tuesday 
afternoon  at 1.15pm in Room 1.  
 

At first there were quite a few 
Chinese residents in her class and 
some Aussies, Ruth Richardson  
being a prime mover in bringing 
these two worlds together. “Thank 
You” Ruth. 
 

However the Chinese ladies really 
wanted to play Mahjong and 
chatter about their families and 
experiences here; so FCC  created 
another venue for them. 
Keyan has continued her teaching 
of Chinese customs, society and 

language to a group of very 
enthusiastic class members.  She 
has guest speakers and some are 
musicians who bring their Chinese 
instruments with them.   
 

At first extremely nervous, Keyan 
has proved to be a very successful 
teacher; it is funny at times to hear 
the laughter coming from Room1 
as the “Nee How” (ni hao) and 
other greetings ring out. Her class 
members love her and their 
competency in speaking has 
increased markedly.  
 

Always punctual, always prepared 
and always so very polite  Keyan 
has become an asset  to U3A 
Frankston and Australia. Recently  
she was granted Permanent 
Residency  and after one year can 
apply for Australian Citizenship. 
 

The cries of “Aussie, Aussie, 
Aussie.  Oi!  Oi! Oi!” have already  
echoed  from Room 1 as she gave 
us this news.  
Margaret Mace 

NEARLY AN AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN 
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Every Monday morning at 9.30am 
in Room 3 to the opening strains of 
“Softly as in a Morning Sunrise”, 
come rain, hail or shine you will 
find us at “The World of Classic 
Jazz” class; we are a happy group 
of Jazz lovers, even if sometimes 
still a little sleepy, with our very own 
Dr Jazz, Peter Wright.  He leads us 
on a Jazz adventure as we listen, 
discuss and enjoy Jazz from the 
1880s up to now. 
 

The fellowship of our group has 
extended outside of U3A and we 
enjoy many outings to jazz venues 
locally and afar. 
 
The morning continues with “The 
Singer and the Song” at 
11.15am .This keeps us listening 
keenly to vocalists down through 
the ages and pages of “The Great 
American Songbook” and beyond. 

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE       

 

“Stars of Jazz” on Tuesday in 
2016 from 4.30pm to 6.00pm.  
YES!  those times are correct! 
 

Peter Wright will be leading us and 
we can look forward to expanding 
our knowledge with classes 
dedicated to exploring the 
development of a particular Jazz 
artist for each session. 
Patricia Hadley 
 
 

WHAT A WONDERFUL WAY TO START YOUR WEEK 

PAPER BAG LUNCHES 

For our last speaker for this year's 
Paper bag Lunches on 4 November 
we had Steve Robinson from the 
RACV.  He showed us many different 
situations which we older drivers put 
ourselves in and how to  correct our 
mistakes. 
 

These sessions have all been very 
interesting with great speakers on 
interesting topics but, unfortunately,  
some of them have not been well  
patronized, and I am sorry we are not 
continuing. 
Everybody who did attend them 

thought they were great but, to be 
successful, we needed about 20 for 
each session and that was not the 
case. Disappointing, considering we 
have 700 plus U3A members. 
 

Our thanks go to the many speakers 
who gave up their time to discuss 
interesting and varied topics.  
Perhaps, at a later date, we may 
continue them again. Thank you 
again for all those members who did 
attend. 
Patricia Blackham 
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It has been a great year for the 
Mahjong classes.  We have had a 
good intake of new players who 
have all managed to get to a good 
standard of skill in playing various 
different games of Mahjong. 
 
Monday is a busy, happy group.  
Sometimes the hilarity gets quite 
noisy but we haven't had any 
complaints, so far, from the art class 
next door. 
 
Wednesday’s fortnightly class is 
quieter because it is a smaller 
group.  A couple of the Wednesday 
class have dropped out because of 
moving out of the district, so we are 
sorry to see them go, especially as 
they had been with us so long.  I am 
pleased to hear they have 
continued playing Mahjong in 
Mornington with friends.   
 

Sickness and operations have also 
meant two of our members, Viv and 
Marge, have not been able to be at 
Mahjong all this term.  Hope both of 
you will be fit and well soon. We are 
having a lunch at Frankston R.S.L 
on 7 December for both groups as 
our break-up for the year. 
 
Best wishes and thanks to Kieth my 
co-tutor, who is a marvellous help 
for me, and also to everyone on the 
committee and in the office for 
making U3A Frankston such a good 
place.  
Marian Elliott 
 

 

MAHJONG 
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Margaret Mace, who has been 
organising our office volunteers for 
many years, is retiring from this 
position at the end of the year.  
There is a lot of organisation in 
arranging these rosters to ensure 
people are available when 
someone is away sick or on 
holidays. 
 

Thank you, Margaret for all your 
hard work and dedication, and you 
have done a wonderful job. 
 

Next year, Leonie Price and Karen 
Bleeker are going to share the job 
and as usual, we will be looking for 
volunteers to help them run the 
office. 
 
There are normally two volunteers 

in the office but we think it would be 
a good idea to have one person 
come in weekly and the other 
fortnightly. This gives more 
continuity.  However, now that we 
have on-line registration, the 
weekly person would need some 
computer skills but I know that 
Peter Stirling has been working 
hard training our office volunteers 
on SMMS. 
 
If you can help, please contact 
Leonie or Karen, as it can be a 
rewarding experience learning new 
skills and talking to all the 
members. 
 
 
 

HELPING ONE OF OUR MEMBERS 

 

Jan Tasker, Bethy Birch, Leonie Price and Suzanne Byrne. 


